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ISP 

 

 
ISP group was established in Walsall near Birmingham in 

1892, 

and has more than 50 years experience in stamp printing. 

 

WSP, a member of the ISP group, is a highly automated 

company and specialises mainly in long run definitive stamp 

printing 

 

Cartor, founded in 1972 in l'Aigle about 120 km west of Paris, 

is well known for innovation and specialises in shorter run 

and commemorative stamp printing. 

 



International Security Printers ISP 

 

 
Walsall Security Printers :  

Birmingham UK, 6000 m2, 72 pers, Gravure + Web offset 

 

Cartor Security Printing: 

 La Loupe France, 5000 m2, 43 pers., Offset + special 

techniques 

 

Philatelic Bureau Services: 

Birmingham UK, 1000m2, 16 pers , Stamp carriers, Albums, 

FDC, Year packs 

 



Innovation? 
 

 

Something new ,  something different or never seen 

before. 

 
Everything starts from a concept, an idea or a particular 

artwork   

 

It's the result of a close partnership between the 

Philatelic Department and us. 

 

We have a philosophy "You have a dream, we will make 

it happen ! "  

 
           



Innovation is a way of thinking 
 

 

 

Cartor is famous for printing numerous outstanding stamps 

 

" Impossible is not a French word" absolutely true at Cartor's  

 

" Think positive" isn't French, but we belong to a British 

company 

 

Many Philatelic Departments ask us what kind of ideas we 

are working on...the 2 following stories will give you an idea. 

 



Bringing  new ideas 

 
In 2008, Poland asked us to print a self-adhesive stamp on 

silk . 

It was the first time and was really challenging . The most 

difficult part of this job was to find the most appropriate way 

to glue the silk on the self adhesive complex . 

 

Then many posts asked us for a silk stamp, but with gum on 

the back...again a technical challenge to solve. 

 

Extremely successful we are proud to have printed many 

wonderful silk stamps. We have even embossed and gold 

hot foiled some of them! 

 



Silk stamp for Poland 2008 

 



Silk stamps 

 



Silk stamp with embossing and gold hot foil 

 



Bamboo (1) 

 
 

We were looking for something new, able to suit many 

countries....the logical following idea came from the 

traditional objects surrounding scholars.   

After silk the natural progression was bamboo.... 

 

Bamboo wood has been used as a writing material through 

the centuries in China  

 

Printing on wood or cork was something known to us in 

house...but bamboo is an herbaceous plant, without the 

consistency of the regular wood from a tree 

 







Bamboo (2) 

 
Bamboo is extremely resistant 

 

The main difficulty has been to find someone able to 

understand our wishes in term of thickness, resistance to 

twisting... 

Then, how to keep it consistent once sliced in such thin 

layers.. 

 

Solving all these technical problems took us around 1 year 

before starting the real Printing tests. 

 

These kinds of developments are usually presented early on 

to a particular postal administration and details are kept fully 

confidential until the issuing date. 



Bamboo 

 



Gol 

Bamboo  



Gol 

Bamboo 



Bamboo 



Between us...... 

 

A stamp is a receipt for a fee to settle the 

transportation of a letter from a point to another one, 

keeping in mind, according to UPU article N°8, it 

must cancellable 

 

 



iBetween us... 

 

 
Usually sold out in few days, innovative stamps attract 

not only usual collectors but many "casual" collectors 

too. 

 

An high facial value will never be a problem as long as 

the quality serves a nice concept with an adapted 

quantity....generating an highly profitable operation. 



Thank you! 













About the so famous Fish skin? 

 
 

Faroe Island was looking for something special to be done 

with unusual material: tanned fish skin.  

 

I'm not going to repeat what has been perfectly explained by 

our friend Charles Cao in the last November issue of this 

magazine! 

 

 

 





Fish skin 

 












